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AN UPDATE FROM YOUR DREDGING COMMITTEE 

June 2015 Update 
 

What’s New? 
 
Since our homeowners meeting, the NBA dredging committee has been actively engaging with state, city 
and federal officials to understand the status of the next dredge of the San Rafael Canal. We found that 
we were not alone in our efforts, as many interested and impacted parties – from yacht clubs and marinas 
to canal front businesses and homeowners – were attending many of the same meetings we were.   What 
has become apparent is we have a common, overarching concern about the state of the Canal and the 
lack of necessary attention from our elected officials to protect the integrity of our beloved waterfront. 

What we have learned is that our concern is real; there are no plans to fund shallow water dredging, 
such as the San Rafael Canal. 

What have we done? 
 
We have a new member on the committee.  Joining Bryon Bass, Sam Ferguson, and Peter Buettner is 
Arlene Sukolsky, prior NBA resident and past-NBA president. Her background on this issue as well as her 
many contacts at the political level will enable our long-term success. 

Sam Ferguson has spent an incredible amount of time establishing, refreshing, and maintaining 
relationships.  Along the way, we’ve met other individuals who want to join forces to assure dredging of 
the Canal occurs.  To that end, a coalition will be established within the next few months to bring a strong, 
consistent voice to our elected officials to advance the protection of the integrity of the San Rafael Canal.  
Bryon Bass, NBA President, has offered to lead the coalition. 

The committee has met over several weekends to determine strategy and chart our course.  On the 
reverse of this bulletin is the position statement of the NBA on maintaining the integrity of the San 
Rafael Canal.  

What is next? 
 
As outlined in the position statement, we cannot accomplish the necessary work without additional 
assistance.  To that end, we are appointing basin captains to link between the committee, officers and 
members.  Basin Captains:  Sorrento:  Aline Perry, Lido:  Marty Komitopoulos, Capri:  Dan Duarte, Amalfi:  
Peter Buettner.  Your Basin Captain will call on you for the support we will require along the way. 

A meeting of the Basin Captains will occur 6/20 to outline NBA-community specific activities.  You can 
expect an update and a call to action after that meeting.     

On July 11, at 3:00PM, join us for the first annual NBA BBQ at Gary and Collen Scheier’s home.  
Dredging will be a topic of conversation and we are inviting representatives from the US Army Corp of 
Engineers and Salt River Construction.  

You can get timely updates on our website at: www.newportboatingassociation.com 
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PROTECTING AND MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY OF THE  
SAN RAFAEL CANAL 

A POSITION STATEMENT OF THE NEWPORT BOATING ASSOCIATION 
 

Who are we?  Why do we care? 
 
The Newport Boating Association (NBA) is a nonprofit social welfare organization composed of 34 
waterfront property owners stretching from Portofino Road to Sorrento Way. All of the properties share a 
common ownership of a section of the San Rafael Canal known as Parcel A that was ceded to our 
association in 1961. Parcel A gives each homeowner waterfront access to the Canal that makes these 
homes unique and beautiful, adding greatly to the value of the property. 

With such ownership comes responsibility to care for the Canal.  The Canal is in a constant state of silting 
and many entities are involved in keeping the Canal navagable as well as free of contaminants.  NBA 
homeowners have participated in community dredging of Parcel A for many years, usually in tandem with 
scheduled dredging of the center of the Canal by the Corps of Engineers.  Funding comes from federal 
funds.  Over the years, however, as federal support has dwindled, the Corps has reduced the depth of 
dredging as well as the "width" of the center of the Canal.  The next cycle for federal dredging is 
anticipated for 2017, and there is concern by all waterfront entities that that the San Rafael Canal will 
not get its fair share of dredging funds. 

Our broad strategy 
 
The NBA is only one of many concerned Canal residences and businesses. We plan to create a coalition 
of concerned citizens that includes homeowners, yacht harbors, marine focused businesses and 
environmentally focused organizations to find a common cause. With numbers comes a stronger voice. 
With such a voice, we can more effectively petition our elected officials and appropriate regulatory 
agencies to advance the consideration for federal funds to dredge the Canal.  We recognize that there 
are different agendas among and between the various "users" of the Canal, but protecting the integrity of 
the San Rafael Canal is surely one agenda against which none can argue.   

Our community strategy 
 
We plan to enhance our communication strategy to NBA members, to appoint basin representatives to 
liaise between the officers and the members, and to increase volunteer participation by using their 
particular skills and talent. There is strength in numbers and even more strength when motivated NBA 
members recognize their responsibilities to the NBA and to the protection of the San Rafael Canal.       

Conclusion 
 
Federal funding is critical to cover the enormous costs of dredging the Canal.  In the absence of federal 
support, it is naive to believe such funds could be raised by business or residential entities. If the center of 
the Canal were not dredged, local dredging would be pointless and ineffective. The simplicity of this 
argument must be a rallying point for all interested and involved parties to rally together to protect our 
local waterway.	  


